de 


POSITIVE INSTITUTIONS 


The MINISTERS of the ste BAPTIST CHURCHES, 
_ assembled in Association at ACKHINGTGO., on the 26th 
and 29th of Mar 1806, send Christian Salutation, tothe several 
Communities over which they for Divine 


Worship at 


* 1806. 


> 
| 
4 
4 ~ 
<Ackrington, Gildersome, Preston, 
| Bacup, Halifax, Rawdon, 
Barnoldswick, Hebden-bridge, Rochdaie, 
Ri Bradford, Leeds, Salendine-nook, 
Bramley, Manchester, Sheficld, 4 
Clough-fold, Masbro’, Sutton, 
Colne, Ogden, ainegate. 
Cowling-hill, 
3 
UNIO, 
PRINTED AT THE O s LE» at 


a... - 
tee 


ae 


. 
4 
« 
> 
‘® 
. 
» 
« 


“ 
» 
é 
. 
i 
= 
ro 
4 
4 
y 
~ 2 
¢ 
4 
| | 
Ret 
4 a é 


* 
| 
“DEAR BRETHREN, ~~ 


Sinica our last annual mecting, the face of public affairs has 


guaffered a very materialaiteration. . The revolutions already 
effected, have far exceeded the limits. of human foresight. 


cttve of some new and ¥ 


paths taking np tire 
the Geutiles, aud’ ntake the desolate citiesto 
i finite bemgs are weapable of ‘fully 
of infinite wisdom, yet we miay 
ere we cannot tracehim. His con- 


“‘Phose 


_. rions, and least adapted to the attainment of the designed end, 


will hereafter 
wisdom and goodness. While/#urrounding mations, better, — 
perhaps, and worthier than ours, have been smarting under 
the of war, we have been enjoying the dear delights 

_ of domestic quiet, temporal ty, religious liberty. 
God having thus distingm you by the bounties of his pro- 
ae and which is we better by the rich communications . 
is SOV mercy; having chosen you by grace, redeemed 

b blood, called you to be saints, and put you in the way 

you areto be considered no longer as strangers 


| 
hastening his progress to accomplishinent of his 
‘of our Lord and of bis Christ. 
| Pe duct isalways worthy of himself ; aud either 
08 lf ; aud mo power either in heaven, 
| or op the earth, cap prevent the seasopable fulfilment of his 
| fen | of providence, that now seem most 
- 


ap the saints, and of | 
hou of God. We beseech you, therefore, brethren, 
y the mercies of God, bodies a living 
‘Suctifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasoh- 


‘able service. 
_ Though, we esteem all the precépts of Christ concerning all 
things to be right; yet a design is, more particu- 
larly, to set before you amportance of paying = diligent 
attention to the postlive institutions of the L. ‘ 
are neither numerous por Prievous. The che of Christis= 
easy, and bis burden is light. You are ha pily delivered from . 
that cumbersome load of ceremonies which bore upon the 
Jew with such an insupportable weight. The mosaic ritual — 
was a system of bondage; the.code of Christ is a dispensation 
of hberty. _ Baptism and the supper of the ‘Lord are the only 
positive institutions imposed upon you by the authority of the 
Saviour. it is mot our design to treat these subjects mai 
~ controversialway ; because we address our7elves, not to those 
our congregations know them, ive in the ha- 
bitual neglect of both, or the occasional ome of one of ~ 
‘them.- New testament geides, in describing the fit subjects 
em, write in 80 explicit, that to 
whose by connéxion or by 
farther observations seem ary for your direction. Hence, . < 
our object is not-so much to explain your duty, as to urge you “a 
‘to the practise of it. _But because someof you seem to prefer — 
one of these mstitutions before the other; or, by the o - 
-auce’of one, to compound for thetotal, or occasional neglect — 
of the other, we-would, before we proceed, shew you, that - 
they stand equally entitled to your esteem, and that al! pre- 
ference between them is unjust. 
They ‘are founded on the same authority: For he, who, 
in reference to the one ordinance, said to his disciples, ‘‘ Go 
teach all uations, ahd baptize them,” said alsoin reference 
to the other, *‘ Do this in remembrance of me:” Every par-— 
ticle of their weight and authority, rests qn the sovereign will, : 
and the legislative act of Christ. His command, illustrated _ 
by bis own example, and by that of his disciples, comprizes 
in it all the information requisite to the right observance of 
them both. So long as you adhere closely to this, your path © 


\ 


» 
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_ convinced by the ‘preachin 
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is plain; cannot mistake it. Conduct, formed by the 

mnbunionise of Christ, will never expose you to b ewe 

o tread in his footstéps is both honourable and safe. ‘When 


you are called to attend to either of these institutions, observe 


diligently the new testament models,.and go. you and do like- 

ise. These are the only authorities on which you ought to 
ne what you gather from Moses is Judaism; what you 
collect from human appointments is Heathenism or Popéry. 
Should you once listen to the ious, but deceitful reasonings 
of human wisdom, and so the authority of Christ, the 


_ only legal one, you will soon become bewildered by contra- 


dictory opinions ; you will be lost in a labyrinth, from whence 


it will not be easy for you to make your escape. You will 


feel your foundation solid, when you can appeal to your con- 
sciences in the sight of God, that in the observance of both 
these institutions, the command of Christ is your sole autho- 
rity, and divine and apostolic example your only pattern. 
Both baptism and the supper of the Lord are the commands 
of Christ, addressed tothe very same ns, undér the same 
circumstances; and at the same period of their lives. To the 
perme 5 delaying believer, he says, ** Why tarriest thou ? 
arise, atid be baptized to the baptized believer, he says 
concerning the sacrament, ** Do this in remembrance of me.” 
In both cases faith and penitence are essential pre-requisites ;’ 
hence every candidate, believed to be destitute of these graces, 
was by the disciples nuiformly. rejected, as unprepared for the 
right observance of the duties in question. Weare of opinion, 
that whatever fitsa candidate for the one institution, meetens 
him also for the other; and that whatever disqualifies for the 
one, disqualifies. also for the other. Three thousand souls, 
of Peter, believed, became pe- 
nitent; were: baptized, and on the same day added to the 
charch;: and afterwards they continied stedfastly -in the 
apesties’ doctrine and fellowslip, in breaking of bread and in 
dame gospel ordinances are both to commemorate 
the same wouderful event, the death of onr Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Nothing ever transpired im our world of 
vast weno as this. It has raised the expectation and 
hope, confidence and joy of men in all ages of time; it 
has confounded the schemes and. baftled the projects ‘of the 
legions of darkness; it has exeited the attention, the astonish<. 


As 
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ment, and adoration of angels. Because it has no parallel, in 
oint of importance and eee! infiuence, it ought never to 
e forgotten, By the observance of these institutions, you 
celebrate and perpeluate the memory of it, In obeying the 
first, you are buricd with him by baptism into death; you are 
planted together in the likeness of his death; and in attend- 
ing to the last, you, by faith, eathis flesh and drink his blood, r 
as often as you do this, you do shew forth the Lord's death till ee: 
_heeome. Here, brethren, you see Jesus; you behold him bleed- 
ing, groaning, dying; you own, your sin, and your faith in 
* his mame; you commune with him in his low éstate; you 
| entér into his sorrows, and hence derive the most powerful 
motives to holiness. 
_ ‘To be baptized is, in our apprehension, as a sign of 
imward e as to eat bread and to drink wine at the table of 
the Lord; for the exercise of grace is equally required in sub- 
milting to the one institution, as im observing the other. In : 
every act of obedience to Christ, the concurrence of the un- “TF 
derstanding, the judgment, the will, and the affections, is 
indispensably necessary. When thisis wanting in any act of obe- 
dieuce, your service is a nullity; it is nothing more than a 
shew of wisdom im will-worship and neglecting of the body ; 
not in any honour to the satisf ap the flesh. On the other 
band, when, by faith your souls draw ncar to God in obeying 
his commands, then, you have the witness within yourselves 
fer they are all his children that 
| w 
| _ , We.know of no promises made to the right observance of 
| one ordinance, that is net equally made to the right observance 
| of the other; nor do we know Re a 
the one, which does not equally appertain to the other. If 
| you believe and are baptized, medion be saved; and when, 
hy daith, down at the table of the Lord, 
blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the b : 
of Christ? the bread which we break, is it not the communion 
of the body of Ghrist? for we being iy are one bread 
and one body; for we are all partakers that one bread. 
These are the commands of Christ, given to you, and his “aa : 
cious promise per to you in observing the one, as well as 
im attending to the other. ‘‘ He that hath my commandments, 
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth .e; and he that 
loveth me, shall be loved of my Fathe and I will love. 
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him, and will manifest myself to him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him. Hence it follows, 
that those who, from natural or moral causes, cannot 
believe the truth, discern the cofimand of Christ, do his 
will, or receive his promises, are inewpable of a scriptaral 
attendance on eithe? of these gospel orditanecs. 
From these observations it appears, that every motive, exciting 


to the observance of the one institution, operates with equal _ 
force in favour of the other. Wé now hasten topersnade you, — 


if possible, toa chearful compliance with the will of Christ ; 
because we believe for ourselves, and would gladly convince 
you, that such service is both reasonable and useful; that it 
is right in itself, as well as good and profitable to men. 


Reason is that faculty of the human soul by which we think, 
compare, judge, and draw inferences; by it we distmguish 
what is fit and proper, from that which is incongruous and un- 
seeinly. Whatever aceords with this leading power of the 
mind w2 call reasonable; and such, in our estimation, i the 
obedience now recommended to your attention. «The relation 
which our Lord Jesus bears to you ;—the blessings he bestows 
upor you ;—and the work he has wreught in you, we think, 
give him a reasonable, and an unexceptionable claim to your 
services. | 

le is the maker of all things in heaven above and in earth. 
beneath ; he is before all things, and by him all things consist 


He too is the sovereign of the universe, the judge of all, anil | 


the saviour of sinners; he is the mediator between God and 
man; the king of Zion, and head over all things to the church. 
He is the beginning, the first born from the ; that in all 
things he might have the pre-emineiice; for it pleased the 
Father that in him should ail fullness dwell: Hence he is the 
Lord both of your life and your salvation; he is your Maker, 
your Redeemer, and your Advocate with the Father; be is 
your head, your husband, and your brother, the only foun- 
dation « your expectation aud hope. Does Christ by the will 
of God fill these exalted stations; does he bear to you these 
endearing relations? He does. Then surely he basa natural 
and incontestible claim to the very obedience you can 

to him; and, so as you with 

position to the dictates of sound reason ; and so forfeit the sweet 


approbation of your enlightened consciences. 


best 
old it, youact in direct op-. 


> 
~ 


sight 


pareet 


Yeaure one with isone withthetather. All the essings® 
and 


| es,you-have m hand, and all you have im hope, 

are rchase of his blood. Every sweet you taste has. cost 
his boatt forhe was for your tranagressions ; 
he was bruised for your insquities; the ent of your 
oa owas upon him, and with bis stripes ye are healed. Do 
ft: ‘of such magnitude, and procured for you at such an’ 
- immense price, impose upon you no debt of gratitude? Do 
and groans of the Saviour, present no motives to in- 


of nature were excited by the dying ago- 

the vail-of the temple 

| from. the tep'to the bottom ; and the carth did quake, and 
thosorks were seat, and the ‘graves were opened, the sun 


imanimate part of the crests? Brethren, Jet the love of 
Christ constrain you. 

Resides he isto-you, it? 

Rly. to. open your 


; 
‘ 
as the God of providence, .he you 
* . He and waters the 
4 . 
the pasturesof the wilderness, and « 
vith flocks, covered 
_ « for OF» ~Asthe God of grace, what hath he 
yours... Ye are blessed with 
| 
. 
a 
pal 
| 


subjectron to bes you honeurthe 
Father. By this you 
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but own, that whereas you was blind, now you see. Time 

| when you loved and lived in sin ; but now you loathe it and 

account of it. , 

y no m your esteem ; but at: present 
_ thedesires of your heart weretowardsthis world only ; but now 


they are towards God, and towards the remembrance of his 
‘fame. ‘You dare not say that you are a christian; butyor 


submission to hislaws, you recognize his authority, and 


as you honour the. . By bow yourselves before 
| 
a 


that God would 
work of faith with .” These are so many 
divine the rit, 
hght; 
Jesus the 
to grieve your t 
nor to i 
‘pour: walk w 
are called; nor 
of Christ. . 
~ 
atone for your 
to be 
~ 
it: a high 
tial glories of the Redeemer, but itis the means-by whichhis ~ 
name is exalted, and hishoner promoted ia this world. . | he 
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, dim, and do at his footstool; itis tocommemorate ~« 
‘and shew forth his death till he come. By obeying the Lord's 
will, you declare yourselves on his side, you espouse his cause, 
and profess your esteem for him; and your sincere attachment 
to him ; thus you honour his name ameng your bretbren. 
A diligent, steady conformity to his will, is to sound his praise, 
not with the lips, but in thie life and conversation; it is te 
confess him before men, an act which both pleases and does a fy 
him honour, end which hereafter he will not fail to notice ; . 
for he has pledged himself, that whosoever shall confess him 
> before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the 


els of God. 
submitting to these gospel ordinances, you means 
suitably adapted to promote the interest of the church, which 
is the body of Christ. The church and the world are two bodies 
that divide mankind between them:. The former of these 
bodies are for the Saviour, the latter are against him. There " 
can be no neutrals; Christ himself beg judge. ‘‘ He that w 
not with me is against me, and he that gathereth not with me 
ecattereth abroad.”’ Obedience to the laws of the Redeemer is 
the characteristic of his servants. By this, a useful distinction 
3s kept. up between the church and the world; between those 
who sincerely wish well to his cause, and.those who are either 
enemies,. or mere cowardly, nominal friends. ‘Lhe man who 
refuses to obey. his precepts, so far as these are made knowa 
to him, is either an enemy, or a pretended, or a weak and < 9> 
cowardly friend. When Christ commands and you do not obey, 
you either despise his authority, or you are ashamed of his 
service. Werte all the servants.oi Christ to act as you do, there 
would not. be one in the world to own his cause, weet 
‘hisinterest. He would be left alone, and.of the people there 
would not with him, would be the 
church ? disobey is wil, or pegiect our duty, 
you stand in opposition to Christ and his 
your interest inte the scale opposite to theirs, and as-far as 
your influence will reach, you will impede his cause, and 
weaken the hands, and dispirit the hearts of his followers; and 
80 expose yourselves to terrible denunciation of Christ 
** Whosoever therefore is ashamed of me and of my words, iu 
this adulterous and sinful generation ; of him also shall the Son 
of man be astiamed, when he cometh iu the glory of his Father 
with hisholy angels.” Op the other hand, when you became 


+ 
~ 


ebedient in word and deed, you not only honour the name of 
Christ, but you espouse the cause of his people; and you add 
to their numbers and respectability, rach yams thus strengthen 
their hands and encourage their hearts, for as iron sharpeneth 
iron, so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend, 


Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the Lord our God, 
and let us join ourselyes to the Lord, in a perpetual covenant 
that shall not be forgotten, for this also shall please him better 
than an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs. The humble 
shall.see this and be glad; no longer shall it be said, This is 
Zion whom no man seeketh after, her ways do mourn, be- 
cause none come to the solemn feasts. 

The world alse, is an object entitled to your attention 
and care. It lieth in wickedness; it is under the curse, and 
on the verge of ruing and yet it is thoughtless, unaf- 
fected by a sense of its danger, and mfatuated with the 
love of sin, the cause of its misery. The way of salvation 
is opened, and the gospel invites sinners to walk therein ; 
but the people’s heart is waxed gross, and their cars 

are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed. A 
' blessed Saviour is presented te sinners, but they have no 
faith in him; theysce no form nor comeliness in him, whereby 
they should desire him. ‘The efficacious remedy for all these 
ills, is the powerful operation of the spirits’ but then this 
mighty deliverer effects his purposes by the use of means, 
which he could very well do without, if it seetned good in his 
sight. He reclaims the sinner sometimes by the frowns of 
his providence, or by the ministry of hts word; at other times, 
by shewing to him the form of his house, and the fashion 
thereof, and the goings out thereof, and the commes in there- 
of, atid all the forms thereof, and all the orditiances there~ 
of, ‘and all the laws thereof; that he may keep the whole 
form thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and do them. 
Thus the Lord makes the observance of his laws and sta- 
tutes the means of converting the sinner, and of extending. 
his spiritual kingdom among men. Let therefore your light 
so shine béfore others, that they secing your good works, 
may glorify your Father who is in heaven. Will yaw di- 
minish their veneration for the gospel by your indiffer- 
ence, and by your neglect of its wholesome imstitutions? By 

our culpable remissness in duty, will you harden the sinner 


in his sin, and so lend your aid to rivet his chains, and to seal. 


his everlasting destruction? Is it not enough that you dis- 
honour yourselves, and displease your meker, without adding 
to the sm and misery of others? you cannot neglect your 
duty without being noticed, and how far your pernicious ex- 
ample may reach and influence, none but God can declare. 
The effects of example, both good and bad, are incalculable. 


- Your families, your neighbours, are all beholding your manner 


of life, and forming a judgment of your fouduct towards God. 
if they see you livmg inthe habitual neglect of the commands 
of Christ, they will conclude, either that his laws are unim- 
portant, or that your professions of esteem for him are false 
and hypocritical. 

By neglecting your duty, you unavoidably sink either your 
own character, or that of the Saviour, and, imstead of coun- 
teracting, you. thoughtlessly cherish a spirit of irreligion in 
the giddy multitudes by which you are surrounded. Let it be 
your concern, brethren, to fill the face of the world with holy 
fruit, that thereby you may benefit those whom you love, 
but whem you cannot serve in any other way. Though your 
instryictions and admonitions be disregarded by those around 
you, let them behold the edifying example of your zeal, 
devotion, and constancy, which, under God, may be sancti- 
tied to their everlasting good. | 
- Wemay further notice to you, that a due regard to your own 
interest will teach you to tread in the footstepts of the flock, 
and to follow the Lamb withersoevcr he goeth. Though no 
man can be profitable to God; yet he that is wise may often 
find opportunities to be profitable to himself. Infinite wis- 
dom has prescribed to you the path of duty, and sovereign 


»mercy has strewed it with flowers. in walking therein, you 


will gather them with peculiar satisfaction and delight. In 
keeping the commandments of God, you will often find the 
sweet manifestationsof divine mercy, and discover the brightest 
evidences of your love to the Redeemer, In the path of duty, 
you will enjoy the approbation of reason and conscience, and 
the esteem and affection of the wise and good. There too you 
will be blessed with the communion and fellowship of the 


‘saints, with the prayers and sympathy of your brethren. In 


adhering ‘to the statutes of the Lord, you will find many pow- 
erful dissuasives from sin, and many. cogent motives to boliness, 
by which you will be preserved from the ways of vice and 
folly. The ways of the Lord abound with blessings, There 
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is found the river, the streams whereof shall make glad the 


oS of God. ere will you enjoy the delightful astes 
and pledges of eternal glory 3 by which your faith will be 
strengthened, your love Joy in your peace and 
comfort greatly multiphed. In’ vain will you look for bless- 
ings like these, in the, paths of negligence. There look for 
nothing but darkness, indifference, self-accusation, diffidence 
and fear; the natural companions of those untractable children, 

at know their heayenly Father's will, but refuse to obey it. 

his spirit of negligence is highly affronting to Christ, for it 
is certainly an impeachment of his wisdom and goodness, a 
declaration that his laws are unwise, insignificant, and un- 
worthy the attention of his disciples. Be persuaded, bre- 
thren, to set your feet within the walls of Jerusalem, and like 
Zacharias and Elizabeth, walk in all the statutes and ordinances 
ofthe Lord blameless, 

Here we might have stopped, had not sin and satan suggested 
prin Va to, which it may be necessary to make some 
reply. 
| yb reject, and even contemn these ordinances, because 

they will not procure salvation. Believer’s baptism particu- 
larly, has been offen treated by these objectors with uncommon 
severity. They have represented its yotaries as contending 
for it on the ground of its saving efficacy, and as holding out 
an idea that it gon procure for the subjects of it a place in 


the mansions of glory, Hence the inefficacy of baptism, for 
the purposes of salvation, has been set forth in very strong 
language; it has been said, a man may be plunged, and yet 
perish ; as if those who plead for believer's baptism did not 
concur in the same opinion. In this respect, its opposers and 
advocates are of the same mind, If, however, its incapacity 
to save be a justifiable reason for the neglect of it; the 
game reason Would justify the neglect of ajl ordinances, 
all duties required of christians, and an end would be. put to 
practical religion of every sort; because no obedience of man 
whatever will procure salvation for him. We maintain that 
fee duties of reading, hearing, and prayer, as well asthe du- 
es of baptism and the sacrament, uce all ineffectual to save, 
Obedience to any one, or to all oftthem, would not contribute, 
in any degree, to the justification of a sinner before God. It 
was never designed to answer any such purpose, that being al- 
ready provided for, in a much more safe and honorable way by 
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the life and death of the Son of God. If, however, submission te 
these ordinances will not answer this end, does it follow that 
it will answer no other good end? It cannot be supposed, that 
the wise bead of the church would appoint duties to be per- 
formed by his , without having worthy purposes to be 
answered thereby. We have already noticed some of these, 
and many more are supposeable; but if we had been entirely 
— able of discerning their utility, would that incapacit 
justify our treating them with neglect? might not the Lo 


Jesus have many gracious purposes to answer, undiscoverabie 
by human wisdom ? | 


_~ Chearfal obedience to the duties in question, it is allowed, 
is not casential to salvation, but is it not essential to the proof 
of our love to the Lord Jesus? How can you make it appear 
that you léve ‘him, so long as you refuse to do his command- 
ments. Hear the language of Christ himself, ‘- 1f a man love 
me, he will keep my words; but he that loveth me not, 
eth not my sayings.” Hence it appears, that this's the love of 
Christ, that ye keep his commandments ; and if you dare to 
break them, and to teach men so, and quiet your consciences 
for that violation, by saying these are not saving ordinances, 
how dwellcth the love of’ Christm you? And if you love not 
the Lord Jesus, are you any thing more than sounding brass, 
or a tinkling bal | 
Others live in the neglect of these ordinances, because many 
who have come to them, have become a scandal to their pro- 
fession. The reason you assign for your negligence is a 
famentable fact; but the existence of that fact will, by no 
means, justify you m the neglect of your duty. The men you 
allude to observe the positive, but violate the moral precepts 
of Christ; and will their immorality justify you in trampling 
upon his positive precepts? Because the offend the Hedeemer 
in One Way, are you warranted to offend him in another?” Lid 
Christ direct you to observe the laws of his kingdom, only on 
condition that all his professed followers manifested 2 consis- 
tency in their conduct; but that, ifany scandal ap -d among 
them, you might then neglect ‘them with impunity ? Would 
the xing of Zion leave it in the power of the ptnididiee anak. 
aries of satan to abrogate the laws of his kingdom, and to 


 Pelease his subjects from their vows of allegiance to him? 


Would you reject ail christian doctrines, because some ¥ ho 
bave professed to believe them, have become atterwaress: .u- 
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@alous and licentions in their lives? you may, on the same 
principle, also renounce all christian practise, and so put 
end to religion at once. Sound reason would teach you adif- 
| It would teach you, by the faults of others, ty 
correct your own; not to mapert your duty, but to do it with 
more than watchfulness and prayer. But when you 
make this objection, your hearts deceive you. The cause of 
r negligence is not the scandals you discern amongst pro- 
ben the coldness and indifference you feel in yo ves, 
Did you love Christ as you ought, you would take up your 
cross and follow him. 
_ Some stand aloof from the path of duty, that they may be 
exempted from many obligations and painful duties; from 
many vexations, perplexities, and griefs unavoidable in chris- 
tian society. Ah! brethren, how ungraciously does this fall 
frem your lips, especially in the presence of him who hath borne 
our griefs, and carri our sorrows; who was wounded for 
our transgressions, and bruised for your iniquities; by whose 
stripes you are healed. Surely this objection will vanish, when 
you cousider him that endured such contradiction of sinners 
inst himself for your sakes. What labours, toils, vexations, 
and reproaches did Paul endure for the elect’s sake, that they 


might obtain the salvation of God with eternal glory. He — 


counted not his life dear to himself, so that he might fivish his 
course with joy, and fulfil the duties assigned to him by the 
Lord Jesus. Will ou then renounce the path of dufy, because 
‘of the probable difficulties om may meet in it? He whe in 
‘this world will have no trouble, shall certainly enjoy no plea- 
sure; for God hath set the one thing over against the other. 

Others abstain frum the ordinances of Christ, because they 
stand in doubt as to their interest in him. You who make 
this objection say ‘‘ If we were sure that he loves us, and that 
he hath laid down his life for us; that he has called us by his 
grace, and adopted us into his family, we should readily come 
to his ordinances, and stedfastly walk inthem.”” Yougg@&jec- 
tion is generally esteemed more reasonable than somf® of.ers ; 
but after making every justifiable concession to your weak- 
ness, we must tell you, that there appears a considerable lea- 
ven of pride secretly fermenting therein. You seem reluctant, 
in your present unworthy situation, to submit yourseltes to 
the saviour of sinners in the way of his appointment. You 
wait till you get 4 little better, that you may hold up your 


so completely ashamed in tfs ath 


ous duties, you would only disgrace Ives, ‘aiid 


ttiore Offensive t6 the Sividur. Hetice you | 


neglecting your duty, in the Vali expéctation, that by vo 
youshall srow better. Whur isthis butto continie 


grace may Would not your condiict be ttidre 

and.consistent, ToOwn your situation at otice, aid to ¢ 

all your unworthiness. before him; to throw doWn tite 

of your rebellion, ‘to cast yourselves on his rhercy withottt re- 

serve, and to eftter on his service without delay? 
Take Queen Esther for anv example; will in th 

king, which is not according to law, ‘and if I perish, 1 perish, 


Or the servatits of Benhadad, now We Nave Heard that 


the kings of Isracl'are merciful kings; lét us put sickcloth 6 
our loins, ‘and ropés upon oar liedds, and go out to the Ki 
words, and go to of fiiercy, say to. God, 
us graciously, and love tis frée ‘God be mercifulto ws simmer 
Save us, dr We pefish. Cxréite in us clean hearts, and rene 
right spirits Within Make us to go in tlie pithy’ of 
commandments, for in these we desire to be found.  Tn'com- 
tiion-cases, bodily infirmities send you to the physician ;, “ai 
Why, affected by a sétse of your spiritual maladies, do you 
not draw hear to the physician of souls, to lay your case be- 
fore him, and to leave your'cares with him? Besides roe 
cannot deny, but at the bottom, you secretly hope in him fo 
salvation; and if you lay any degree of claim to hit as. 
Saviour, why dont you submit fo him as your Lord? T 
assure you of being destitute of Tove to the Redéemer, might 
perhapseéxcite your displeasure; and yet if you do love bim, 
why doit you keep his commandments? ou aédve, that 
wart of asduratice is the cause of your abstaining From the 


of Israel, peraiventure he willsave our lives.” Tike with 


ordinances of the gospel; but this declaration may jastly be 


doubted. it is probable your negligence is occasioned, tiot 
so much hy your doubts about God’s Jove to you, as by an 
tial deficiency in your love'to him. Why do you wait upon 
od im the use of of Is it not because you have 
degree of faith and hope in bim? And will not the same degree 
of faith and hope whieh rings you to the throne of grace, 
warrant your approach to thé Saviour, by means of his ordi- 
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nances? Perha i with the le’s 
remark to the Cortathians, he that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily, eateth and drmketh damnation to himself. Let 
it be observed here, that these Corinthians were guilty of 
many scandalous excesses in their attendance on the sacrament. 
One washungry, another was drunken. They did not regard 
the design and end of the imstitution; they were on that ac- 
count guilty of a high affront to the Saviour, for they acted 
very uuworthy of bim, whose death they professed to cele- 
brate, To attend to the sacrament in such a carnal way as 
this, is to eat and drink unworthily; and whenever our con- 
duct is improper, it brings a proportional degree of guilt and 
condemnation along withit. A ration of thesacrament after 
the mauonerof these Corinthians, would be eating and drinkin 
damuation, that is, condemnation toa man’sself. He would tee 
ashamed and self condemned on account of what he had done. 
Improper attention to any other christian duty, when rightly 
erstood, would be productive of the same effect. Prayer, 
as performed by the wicked, is an abomination to. the Lord; 
but would you, on that account restram prayer before God? 
The threatenings of God ag improper approacd to him, 
are intended, net. to block up our way, but to make us cau- 
tious in refereuce to the manner of our drawing near to him. 
There are others who iive in the neglect of the ordinances, 
as they pretend, lest they should discredit the gospe! by their 
afterwards These objectorsappear, at first, as. 
under the influence oi a considerable degree of grace. They 
seem to have such a love for Christ, such a tender concern 
for the divine glory, and such a disinterested regard for the 
word, the ways, and people of God, that they deny them- 
selves of Atm, 3 or fear of becoming injurious by any 
future departure from the paths of rectitude. On closer exa- 
mination, however, this objection appears not to be well: 
founded. You are too tender of the giory of God to his. 
commandments; you have too much love for the to 
obey its precepts; too high an opinion of Christ to walk in. 
his ordinances. You feel so strongan affection for the 
of God, that you will have no mm Bo or fellowship with 
them; you have so great a respect to the ways of God, that. 
you will not set a fyot in them. Such, brethren, is the literal. 
retation of the objection in question. It has much ap- 
parent good in it; but fact, it is nothing more than a sug- 
| 


| 
i, 
> 


18 


gestion of satan, to pacify conscience, smarting under a sense 
of guilt, — from a neglect of duty. The protection and 
preseryation of God is necessary to your standing as christians ; 
and is it more likely for yon to enjoy this, in neglecting, or © 
in keeping his commandments? God has made many pro- 
mises to protectand keep his servantsin the path of duty ; but we 
recollect none of his to protect them out of it. God is 
the author of eternal salvation to all them that obey him; to 
them who, by patient continuance in well domg, seek for 
glory, and honour, and immortality, 3 | 

Now the God of peace that bronght again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood 
vt the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good 
work, todo bis will, working in youthat which is well pleasing’ 
in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory, for 
ever and ever, AMEN. 


— 


Extract from a letter written by the Reo. Dr. Mer- 
rill, to the Reo. E. W. after he had changed his 


‘sentiments with regard to baptism. 
Darev 
DEAR BROTHER, 16, 1804. 


YY sentiments, with respect to the mode and subjects ofbap- 


tiem, are somewhat changed since I saw you. I have, 
within four weeks, preached seven sermons, on the mode and 
subjects, which will probably be sent to the press within a 


few months.——My present ex is, we shall, 


should the Lord be on our side, wish to be baptized, and formed 
mto a regular Baptist church. Will you come and us, 
should wesend, asis contemplated; Dr. Baldwin will no doubt 
be alse svlicited. When matters shall have ripened a little 
further, | expect to write to bim. | 
Should | not see differently from what I can with my present 
light, 1. shall think and believe the Baptist’s side the Lord’s 
side, and am determined to go over to their help. 
- L have taken my life im my hand, and been fighting against 
the errors wto which I now believe my people Rais n led, 
and strengthened by my means. This controversy is of the 
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Lord, and through his remarkable kindness hath gone forward’ 
as it becomes christians to contend. Not one angry word ut- 
tered on either side, and now a majority of the church, so far 
as | can discover, m sentiment with the Baptists: But a hard 

struggle we have had in our own bosoms. For myself, I was 
shut up to the faith. | was obliged to be with the Baptists, or 

no where. ‘This was a trymg state for a while. But, blessed 

be the Lord, | am relieved for the present... Truth opens with 

satisfaction; but I can only give you a faint view of the busi- 

ness. Pray for us, that God the Lord will lead us, and defend 

us; and that in the spring we miay be dike a flock of sheep com- 

ing up from the washing. | 


Account of the Baptist Church lately constituted at Sedgwick, 
( Disirict of Maine) New England. 


A S much interest has been excited in the publie mind, by the. 
unusual change which has taken place in the religious sen- 
timents of the peuple of Sedgwick, we give the following hasty 


sketch. | 
The Rev. Daniel Merrill, graduated at Dartmouth College, 
1789, was ordained over the congregational church, in. -, 


wick, in September, 1793. His labours have been very much, 

blessed among his people, who have experienced several pre- 
“Gr cious seasons of OL his ministry, particularly in the 
years 1798, and 180}. 

Several circumstances occurred to lead Mr. Merrill, in the. 
course of the last year, to review, with more critical attention,. 
the grounds on which he had practised infant baptism. ‘The 
result of his inquiries may be learned from his seven sermons 
on baptism, lately published; and from the following account. 
of his baptism, he. | 

At a meeting of the church (or covenanted brethren) Feb. 
28, 1805, they voted unanimously to send for a council of Bap- 
tist ministers, to come and/assist them in the following parti- 
culars, viz. ist. To administer christian baptism to them ; 
2d. to constitute them into a church upon the primitive bap-. 
tist platform; 3d. To set over them in the Lord, the Rev. 
Daniel Merrill, to be their minister, ord, 
BE sayy to their request, Messrs. Pitman, of Providence, 

wip, a Boston, Williams, of Beverly, accompanied 
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by.a number of brethren, took at Salem, at 8 0’clock 


a Thursday evening, the 9th of May instant, and arrived at. 


Sedgwick the Saturday following, at 1, P. M. 

About two or three hours after their arrival, a very thick 
heavy fog came on, attended with thunder, lightning, and rain. 
But through Divine goodness, they were now safe among their 
friends. “Lord's day, the rain and fog still continued. At half 

10.o’clock, Mr. Pitman from Acts v.20. Go 
stand and speak in the temple to the people, all the words of this 
life. After ap intermission of half an hour, Mr. Baldwin 
preached from 1.Cor. iii. 9. Ye are God's building. After 
another intermission of a few minutes, Mr. Williams addressed 
the people again, from Prov. xxv. 25. .4s cold water to a 
thirsiy soul, so is good newe froma farcouniry. At 6, Mr. 
Baldwin preached again, from Sol. Song, i. 8. Jf thou know 
not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way forth by the 
fooisteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the Shepherd’ s tent. 

Monday mornimg, May 12th, still cloudy. But atnoon the 
sun broke forth, and dissipated the clouds and fog. At 2, 
Pp. M. the council formed, and then adjourned until the next 
day. At 3, assembled in the meeting-house, and Mr. Wil- 
liams preached to the people, from John xiv. 21. He that 
hath my commandments ana keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me, &c. After which, proceeded-te an examination of the 
candidates for baptism, until the day was spent. 

Tucsday 13th, examined a number more candidates. At 
half past 10, Mr. Williams preached particularly on the insti- 
tution, from Acts ii. 41. ‘hen they that gladly received his. 
word were baptized. immediately after we repaired to the 
water's side. The place fixed upon for the administration of: 
this solemn ordmance was in the tide water's of Benjamin’s 
River, about one mile from the sea, A more beautiful or 
convenient place is scarcely te be imagined. The land adjoim- 
ing was suiliciently elevated to accommodate spectators with 
the best possible 3 and yet sloping se gently to the 
margin of the river, that those at the farthest distance might 
see as plainly as those who stood nighest. | : 

As soon as the people were assetiibled at the water’s side, 
solemn prayer was offered up to that God whose ordinance we 
were going to attend. A profound silence reigned throngh the 
assembly, when Mr. Baldwin took Mr. Merrili by the hand, 
aild ‘walking slowly into the water, repeated these words, and 
they went down both into the water—bdoth Philip andthe Eunuch, 
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him: ‘When they halt gotten to a stita 
the ordinance was performed. Thedear than, ri¥itix front the 
watery grave witha very pleasant smiling countenance codfinet 
‘efram expressing the heart-felt satisfaction whith he’ enjoyed 
in this ‘act of obedience. As'they ascended otit’ of the water, 
Mr.’ Williams went down with "Mrs. Mérrilk, ‘repedtmg'the 
words, and they were both righteous before God, withing ealt 
the commandments and ordinances of the Lori blameless. th 
this way the baptizing was conducted, until all the candidat 
present were baptized. Here'we beheld sixty+srx persons bt 
ried in Daptism by these two administrators, in forty-two 
mites! “Tite candidates, Hoth fenrales as well’as mal 
éscended into the water with the grextest calmness imagi 
able; and in general, they came out of it rejoicitig im such’é 
mantier ug we have seldom seen WNuntbers of them could ‘not 
réfrain givatg glory to God our’ Savidur, who,’'by >wir 
ample, marked out this humble, blessed way.” spectator 
behaved with the wtmost propriety. were trot onl 
solemn, but many of them were m tears: iashoft, a heart 
must be adamant not-to Soften at: #uclr a moving scene. The 
service was concluded by prayer atid 
‘ Atbio’ebock the people assembled agam atthe mebtting~hdtse, 
end Mr: Pitman preached to them from John sf 
man serve me, let him fallote me; and where I am, there vhail 
also my servant be; if any man scrve me, him will my Father 
Ww morning the council met and arranged the hausi- 
news Then examined and nineteen 
candidates more, in the same place and manner,’ as described 
above. At one o'clock assembied again in the meeting+house; 
when the baptized*members having, as we hepe, first. given 
therhselves to the Lord, now gave themselves to one another 
by the will of God. . After thus covenanting with each other, 
the Rev. Mr. Casé, by the appointment of the Council, ad 
dressed them in a few words, and gave the right haud to them, 


ia token of our fellowship with them,as.a sister church of 


_Christ; and by solemn prayer, commended them to God and the 
word of his grace, which is ‘able to build them up, and give them 
an inheritance among ail them that are sanctified. | 


The Council immediately proceeded to ordain Mr. Merrill 


over them, 
Mr. Baldwin introduced the solemnity by prayer; and then 
addressed the people in a well » and very impressive 


a 
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discourse; founded on part of the 3d verse of the epistle of 
Jude: Earnestly contend fer the faith once delivered to the 


The ordaining prayer was made by the Rev. Elisha Snow, 
of Thomastown ; the charge, ‘by Rev. Abraham Cummings, 
of Vimal-Haven; the right fellowship, by the Rev. 
Elisha Williams, of Beverley; and the ing prayer, by 
the Kiev. John Pitman, of Providence. 

The 48th Psalm, 2d part, 144th Hymn, 2d book, and 132d 
Psalm, C. M. together with an anthem, were sung. ‘The ut- 
most decency and, good order prevailed during the whole. 

Such a combmation of in ling circumstances, 
the whole scene peculiarly solemn affecting. As the part- 
ing hour drew near, divine love seemed to spread her gg pos 
. and ip humble soul partook as a willing guest. If our 

hearts did not deceive us, we enjoyed the sacred pleasures of 

brotherly love andunity. | | 

| “ What streams of lave from Christ the spring 

Descend to every soul ; r 

When heavenly peace, with balmy wing, 
Shades and bedews the whole .”’ RA 
Almost at the instant that our work was done, 2 vessel from 
Machias, ‘belonging to Sedgwick, and bound to Boston, an- 
chored off the town. Hence on Thursday we took 
an affectionate leave of each other; reflecting that we might 
never more meet nor see each other's faces again on the sheres 
of time. It is believed, that the feelings of mauy were not 
very dissimilar to those manifested towards Paul, by the bre- 
thren of Ephesus, when they accompanied him io the ship; At 
9, we wander sail; and wind being fair, we arrived the 
mext day at Boston before sun-set.. Thus by the good hand 
of God us, we have been enabled, in about. nine days, 
, to travel the distance of more than 80 leagues, and perform 
the important busmess of our appointment. . 


** How few, with pious care, record 
«These wond'rous dealings of the Lord ; 7 
But wise observers still shall find, ‘ 
. The Lord is holy, just and kind.” 
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MINUTES. 


Met at two o'clock on Wedresday—Brother opened 
the meeting in the usual way. ‘Brother Davis preached from 
Acts 4. 38. The circular letter was then read. Singing con- 
ducted by Brother Simmons, _ 
Met again at half past six in the evening. Brother Langdon 
was chosen moderator, and the following resolutions were 
reed to: 
"  rhatthe circular letter be printed, and that the account of 
the church at Sedgwick, in Massachusets, be added thereto. 
That the chur at Bradford and Bramley, be admitted 
as members of this association. 
‘That the next circular letter be on the utility of associations 
among churches, and that it be written by Brother Steadman. 
That m future, the reading of letters from the associated 
churches, shall begin at two o'clock im the afternoon of the 
first day, and that public preaching shall be postponed tiil six 
in the evening. | 
That a prayer meeting shall be held at half past six o'clock 
on the followmg morning 
That the next assuciation be holden at Rochdale, on the 
Wednesday and Thursday in Whitsun-weck, 1807. The Bre- 
‘thren Hyde, Steadman, and Faweett, to preach; and, in case 
of failure, brethren Hirst, Simamons and Hargreaves; put up at 
Mrs. Marriott's, the Roe-buck, whereareasonable ordinary will 
be provided. ' 
‘That in future, the association shall chuse one of the preach- 
ers, and the church where the association is held the other two. 
From the letters that were read, it appears that, tho 
are many causes for humiliation, yet upon the whole, 
there has been a little shaking amongst the dry-bones im the 
course of last year.—Many of the church letters were ex- 
tremely pleasant and reviving 
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church jn the association, to: 
et on Thursday morning at nine o’cloek.—Brother Lang 
> «fom 10. and Brother Steadman from Isa. 1. and 
then closed the services by prayer. 
‘The “whole service ‘was extremely’ pleasant, uid’we hope, 


"all 
THE END 
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